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Marty 

Captain Martin J. Mayer, Rentz's first 
Commanding Officer, will always be 
"Marty" to the crew. You had to learn to 
pay attention to how the Giants did on 
Sunday - if they lost, Marty was going to 
be on the warpath. If they won, there 
wasn't a nicer CO in the fleet. Marty 
retired as a Vice Admiral then made good 
with the other side of the Military 
Industrial Complex (Le., he became a vice 
president at Lockheed Martin). 





Captain James Albert 
Hooper IV 

Jim took over from Marty and didn't 
miss a beat, leading the mighty "Igno" 
during its formative years. With signature 
fuzzy dice hanging from the helm, Jim led 
the Rentz through dangerous waters. He 
was the kind of CO that would take time 
to look for the rare "green flash/ 1 His 
love of the Naval Academy lasts to this 
day as he is an active volunteer working 
for the USNA Admissions Office. Salute! 





"A gray, early-morning haze shrouded the 
harbor as guns from the arriving American 
ships fired a 2 1 -gun salute in honor of the 
Chinese Navy. Then, nudged gently by 
large white tugboats, the guided-missile 
frigate Rentz loomed through the mist with 
sailors in blue pea jackets and white caps 
standing at attention along her entire length . 
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After a 37- Year Absence, 
U.S. Vessels Visit China 



By EDWARD A. GARGAN 

Special to The New York Tune* 



QINGDAO, China, Nov. 5 — As brass 
bands played, three United States 
Navy warships, each flying China's 
flag, tied up here today and became the 
first American vessels to visit China 
since the Communists took power. 

A gray early-morning haze shrouded 
the harbor as guns from the arriving 
American ships fired a 21-gun salute in 
honor of the Chinese Navy. Then, 
nudged gently by large white tugboats, 
the guided-missile frigate Rentz 
loomed through the mist with sailors in 
blue pea jackets and white caps stand- 
ing at attention along her entire length. 

Three elderly Chinese ships, a de- 
stroyer, a frigate and a submarine, 
were moored nearby with dozens of 
colorful signal flags flapping from 
their rigging. Chinese sailors stood at 
attention on deck while a United States 
Navy band aboard the guided-missile 
cruiser Reeves struck up "Happy Days 
Are Here Again." 

Joining the Reeves and the Rentz on 
the seven-day port call is the American 
destroyer Oldendorf. 

The visit, announced by Defense Sec- 
retary Caspar W. Weinberger last 
month on a trip to China, is being por- 
trayed by American military and diplo- 
matic officials as a major step in the 
increasingly close military ties be- 
tween the two countries. 

The visit also comes as details of a 



$550 million sale of equipment to the 
Chinese Air Force, announced in April, 
are being made public. 

The commander of the United States 
Pacific Fleet, Adm. James A. Lyons 
Jr., was aboard the Reeves and spoke 
of the importance of the visit to the 
strategic interests of both countries. 

"We recognize this as a historic port 
visit, a further step in developing and 
enhancing the relationship between our 
two countries," Admiral Lyons told 
American and Chinese journalists. "A 
key element in furthering stability in 
this region is fostering the U.S.-China ' 
relationship. We also share a common 
concern that no one country should 
dominate Asia or the world." 

Some Advice for Newcomers 

Despite the assertions of American 
officials that the 1,000 sailors had been 
given no special instructions on how to 
behave while in China, many of the sail- 
ors could be seen clutching a 32-page 
pamphlet titled "A Sailor's Liberty 
Guide to China," a document filled with 
admonitions on proper behavior. 

"China does not have bar girls," read 
one warning. "Drink in moderation," 
cautioned another passage, while the 
fiery Chinese liquor mao-tai was intro- 
duced with a blunt, "Watch out" 

The first glitch of the visit did not in- 
volve onshore comportment, but naval 
etiquette. Although the Chinese ships 
across the pier were flying signal flags 
from their rigging in what the Navy 
calls "full dress," the American ves- 
sels were not similarly bedecked. 

Several Navy officers said the Chi- 
nese had protested the failure of the 
American ships to go to "full dress" 
and refused to proceed with the wel- 
coming ceremony until a precise and 
formal equality had been established. 

Hastily, sailors aboard the three 
American ships began clambering up 
masts. Piles of bright signal flags were 
produced from lockers, and after 
nearly two hours they were in place on 
the American ships. 

Adm. Ma Xinchun, the commander 
of China's northern fleet, which is 
based here, then strode to the gang- 
plank of the Reeves to officially wel- 
come Admiral Lyons to China. 

The last American naval visit to 
these waters ended on May 24, 1949, as 
Communist armies pressed south and 
east. The U.S.S. Dixie, a repair ship 
built to service destroyers, took aboard 
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Three American warships arrived 
in Qingdao firing a 21-gun *->lute. 



the last Americans in Qingdao and 
steamed toward Hong Kong. 

Qingdao owes its genesis as a major 
city to 19th-century German colonial 
designs. The Germans held Qingdao 
for 16 years before losing it in World 
War I, and the broad avenues carved 
by German planners are still lined with 
heavy stone and brick villas. 

While it has been more than 37 years 
since American sailors trudged up 
Jungshan Road, the main commercial 
street here, the memory of the Amer- 
icans has lingered. 

"The Jungshan was the world of the 
Americans," said a 79-year-old man 
who gave his name only as Lao Liang, 
or "old Liang." 

"That's where all the action was," he 
said. "They paid with American dol- 
lars and we took in American dollars." 

'A Great Event* 

Even younger Chinese possess a sort 
of collective memory of the Amer- 
icans, a recollection that is usually less 
than kind. "The Americans, they 
grabbed women and didn't follow traf- 
fic signs," said Tang Tingxing. a 39- 
year-old shipyard worker. 

Still, as he stood at the gate to the 
navy yard waiting for a glimpse of the 
American sailors, Mr. Tang said he 
was excited about the visiL "I think 
this is a great event," he said. 

Along Jungshan Road today, the 
Americans soon found the talL green 
bottles of Tsingtao beer that have 
made this city famous. 

At a park dedicated to the 20th- 
century writer Lu Xun, Patrick M. Ste- 
vens, 22, lowered his camera for a mo- 
ment "1 think this is great," said the 
sailor from Amityville, L.l. "This is the 
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ry, we re little ambassadors." 
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Qingdao or Tsingtao? 

The first ship in the harbor was Rentz, but we had to wait about 10 feet off the pier while the more senior ships moored. All three ships were open for tours and were 
mobbed by visiting Chinese dignitaries and representatives of the PLAN (People's Liberation Army Navy). 

The photo on the left was taken by MSSN Ward Brom. That's Ward on the right, just before he defected. 

The photo on the top middle was by one of the numerous US Navy photographers documenting the historic visit. 



The port was called Qingdao (modern transcription) but the label on the beer used the older spelling of Tsingtao. 









Original cloth patch commemorating US Navy visit to Qingdao. 



Original cloth patch commemorating USS Rentz Maiden Cruise. 




Chief Petty Officers, September 16, 1986 



Front Row L-R: HMCS Dan DiProfio; STGCS Jim Head; SKC Andy Merto; BMCM Patrick Dougherty; 
OSCS Paul Dolan; RMC Greg Fontaine. 

Second Row L-R: ICC Herb Richards; ATCS Doug Howell; EMCS Bob Eames; FCC Brad Stewart; OSC 
Keith MacDonald; OSC Scott Glucker; OSC J.R. Romero; STGC Paul Kostopolus. 

Back Row L-R: DSC Rudy Mabolo; QMCS Lynn Hardie (hidden, see right); ETC John Bardo; FCC Larry 
Chaplin (hidden, see far right); GMMC Paul Andrews; MSC Mike Smith; GMGC Dave Baker; GSEC George 
Kulp. 



Top photo by Mike Smith ; B&W photos on right from Maiden Voyage Cruisebook. 




UNREP between USS Rentz (FFG-46) and USS "Danger Ranger" (CV-61) 

We did a lot of UNREP s with the Ranger. We called her "Danger Ranger" because she seemed to always be trying to cut us in half. Our breakaway song was the 
Beach Boys' Little Deuce Coup. On a dependents cruise in 1985, while grilling sliders and pus rockets for our families on the Rentz fantail, the Ranger was doing 
nearby ops and offered to put on an airshow. We watched practice bombing runs (dummy bombs splashing in the water), helo ops, and finally were literally blown 
away by an F 14 Tomcat going supersonic about 50 yards off the port side, and 100 feet above the deck. The sonic boom was awesome. 

US Navy Photography by PH3Layman, April 29, 1986. DVID #DNSC9400453. 




Yeah, but they were OUR S.O.B/s 

Helicopter Anti- Submarine Squadron Light FORTY-THREE (HSL-43) was 
the US Navy's first operational LAMPS MK III Squadron. If you were 
lucky enough to get a "ride along" you would find out what helo squadrons 
considered to be practical joking (e.g., plummet to the ocean like they were 
going to crash as you lost your lunch). Good guys. 




The relationship between the helo detachments and the crew of the Rentz was one of 
mutual respect and friendship. However, it was always upsetting when we'd be in the 
middle of the Pacific and they'd fly out for Kentucky Fried Chicken. Everyone saw th< 
empty boxes so it must have been true, right? Watch out for that SM-1 guys! 

Photo above by Don Burger from inside port hangar, of SH-60 helo attached to RAS' 
Photo on facing page (FFG-46 SM-1 missile exercise) by US Navy. 
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Robert Smith (far left) and shipmates. 




MSC Mike Smith rowing? 




Assorted and sundry knaves. 




Mike Johns in white t-shirt 
supervising some mighty fine waxing 
of the deck. Mighty fine. 




Balut! 




Ed Ruetter and Chris Torkelson 




OSSN Kevin Royster (2nd from left), OS1 Mike 
Deveraux (reading), to his left, OS2 Brentley W. 
Higgins. 
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Ensign Melvin Brown pretending to do celestial 
navigation. 1. It is daytime (no stars), and 2. He's 
not looking up. Ensigns, god love 'em. 




ET2 Michael William Hautau 




GMM3 Joe Lonnie Deans 





FTM2 Chris Hevner 





FC2 Kevin Cummins & GM3 Jeff Andrus 




FC2 Fernando DeTrinidad 




FC2 Scot "Scooter" Lee 



TM1 Redding 



STG2 Adam Stein 




Rob Granger, Kenan Jarrett 




OSC J.R. Romero, STG2 Lon Robbins 




LT Don Burger (one of the good guys) and wife 
at Rentz Commissioning ceremony 




ET2 Sam Riebel 




ET2 Jeffrey Bentley 
ET3 James Cunningham 
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ETCS Fuller: Have a nice Navy day! 




FCC Larry Chaplin & GMGC Dave Baker 




EWl's Eric "Buff Hansen & Larry Bertsch 





STGCS Jim Head 



QM2 Richard David Dunwell ("RD") 



In M emoriam 

I know we've lost more than just Jim Head and "RD", and we will lose more as the years pass as this is the order of all things. I don't have pictures of the others 
who've died. The first of the Rentz crew we lost was Jeff Bischell in 1985. Jeff, we miss you buddy. Chief Jim Head passed on in the late 1990's of a heart attack 
while swimming. One of his sonar techs, Steven Patrick remembers him flying kites off the fantail in the Persian Gulf, and EVERYONE who knew him considered 
him a dear and true shipmate. RD died in 2002 at the age of 39 in New Orleans. Man that guy was bigger than life itself and probably packed more in those 39 years 
than most of us could dream of doing in a 100. Those of you who weren't in the Ships Control division had no idea how easy he made our lives with all of his (very 
successful) scams and schemes. I can picture him trading "appropriated" surplus harps in heaven for a better class of angel wings. Others I've been told about (and 
just because I don't know them doesn't mean they're not important or not missed) include Ray Borden and William "Bill" Culpepper. 

These were honorable men who served honorably. And we miss them. 



-Raleigh Clayton Muns, QM2, USS Rentz (FFG-46), proud plankowner / March 201 1 




If you are interested in seeing these, and more pictures, go to: 

www.fugax.com/Rentz 

Other photos, and connections to past and present crew, can be found if you join 
these two Facebook groups: 

RENTZ Plank Owner Reunion 
USS Rentz (FFG-46) 

The USS Rentz Maiden Voyage Cruise Book, entitled USS Rentz 1986 : The China 
Squadron, has been fully scanned and digitized from a copy loaned by Rik Brendle 
(thanks again, Rik!) and is available via the Internet Archive at (the URL below is cast 
sensitive, meaning, use UPPER and lower case as shown): 

www.archive.org/details/UssRentzl986TheChinaSquadron 

Special thanks to all the people who contributed photographs to this work, including 
J.R. Romero, Rik Brendle, Ward Brom, Don Burger, Chris Hevner, Michael Hautau, 
Karla Holm Baker, Keith Mac Donald, Mike Smith, Mike Rodriguez, Tim Grisso, 
Kevin Royster AND ALL THE PEOPLE I FORGOT AND SCREWED UP (sorry). 

The intent of this work is to commemorate the USS Rentz and crew(s) in its earliest 
days. It was not intended to be a comprehensive compilation of all things and all 
people, rather, it's an honest attempt to capture the feel and flavor of the ship and its 
people within the first five years of the vessel's life. This is a commemoration for all 
who loved (and hated) our Gray Lady. She invades my dreams. 

This entire work was produced using MyPublisher (www.mypublisher.com). To 
purchase your own copy email Raleigh Muns at fugitive@fugax.com for the current 
link to purchase a copy. NO money goes to Muns who is totally unaffiliated with 
MyPublisher (they keep all proceeds as a fine capitalist enterprise). Just put in the 
subject line RENTZ MYPUBLISHER BOOK. 

The Mightiest Battle Frigate - USS Rentz (FFG-46), text and compilation, was by 
Raleigh Muns, March 15, 201 1. 

This entire work is designated under Creative Commons license "Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 31 
which allows you: 

• to Share - to copy, distribute, and transmit the work 

• to Remix - to adapt the work 



Under the following conditions: 



Attribution - You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor (but no in 

any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work) 

Noncommercial - You may not use this work for commercial purposes. 

Share Alike - If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work ofll 

under the same or similar license to this one. 



"Fair winds and following seas . . . " 




PUBLISHER 
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